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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
23 N. SENECA AVE., P.O. BOX 579
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Office 307-746-4119~Parsonage 307-746-9459
REVEREND BRENDA TORRIE

Our mission statement: Passion for Christ, Compassion for all.

•
•
•

Follow 10am Worship Services at
KASL 1240 AM
OR watch a replay of the service on our website
fumcnewcastle.com
Also on YouTube
Office hours: M-Th. 8 am—12 pm
Do call 307-746-9459
for any pastoral needs.

Karen Hutchinson
Bobbie Quick
All Manor &
Mondell
Residents

Special thanks to Elaine Wilcomb,
Rosemary Schlup, Myra
Shaw, Lavonne Roberts,
Barb Rhodes & Maxine
Groner for helping Jess fold
the March/April messenger.

Mandatory face masks when in
the church building!
A Do No Harm decision made
by leadership.
Thank you for abiding.

e-mail: fumc@fumcnewcastle.com
Web: www.fumcnewcastle.com
Facebook: @FUMCNewcastleWY

WELCOME

PASTOR’S NOTE
As I write this note, it has been snowing all day long! Thankfully, I hail from the east coast where
spring snowfall is a given. A chilly Easter morn was typically a given.
We’re almost there, folks. We are growing more antsy about sloughing off our masks and being able
to hug again in church. As I have with other steps we’ve taken during the pandemic, I am keeping an
eye on COVID statistics for our area, vaccination rates for our area, and any surges that might
wander into Weston County. I know how much we all want this to be gone; me as much you, I assure
you.
I would be remiss if I didn’t remind us all that we have been touched by grief during this horrible
stage in history. I recall my first sermon when we weren’t together in worship was about grief and it’s
stages and feelings. Whether you’re just plain angry about the nonsense you think is the pandemic,
or you align yourself with the CDC’s position, you are still experiencing grief. And it colors
everything you think do and how we respond. Grief has been a blanket thrown over our entire
existence this past year. Grief over not seeing family for special holidays, birthdays, anniversaries.
Grief over not being able to say good-bye to our loved ones in ways we always thought we would.
Grief over not being able to be consoled in ways we know our friends and family would during our
loss. Grief in not being able to console.
Folks have become a little testy lately. Give yourself a moment to consider how your life has
changed; how your dreams for celebrations and visits and births and deaths were changed; how you
were able to love one another changed. It doesn’t matter which side of the argument you are on,
everything changed. Grieve that.
And then begin to let it go. Holding on to anger and resentment isn’t good for your mental health or
physical health. Talk to someone you trust about how you actually feel. Of course, I am here for you,
too.

We can do hard things because we already have. And when you can’t anymore, call someone.
Because this hasn’t been easy on anyone. I have a little plaque that sits on my home desk that reads:
“Friends are God’s way of taking care of us.” This has surely been true through this time. Keep
leaning on one another.
And then celebrate all the ways we are recovering!
In His grasp,
Pastor Brenda

WORSHIP
Worship music plan…
After much consideration, in concert with Administrative Council, our own Lynda Russell and
feedback from many others, we have come up with a music plan for Sundays when we are mask-free.
The plan is to continue using two worship videos during worship as we have done. Our closing hymn
will be a congregational hymn, accompanied by Lynda. Folks have reported enjoying the hymns sung
in different arrangements and from different genres of music. To be hospitable to all worshiper’s
music styles, we will now celebrate in this way.
Children’s Sunday School met regularly during Lent learning different ways of praying such as
Breath Prayers, using a Finger Labyrinth, Nature Walk Prayers, the Five Finger Prayer, and the
Shouting Prayer! They received “Holy Week in a Box” full of family activities for each day of Holy
Week.

We are on hiatus until the fall and I am looking forward to being with you again! Remember to invite
friends to join us! Thank you Noah, Isabel, Sophie and Keaton…..you all have blessed me, each in
your own special way! Love from Ms. Elaine

COMMUNITY
Opening Up: How We’ve Come Along
Church closed to in-person worship: March 22, 2020
Team of Care Callers visited by phone with you: beginning April 2020
Online Lenten Bible Study: Wednesday, April 8, 2020
Open for in-person worship: June 21, 2020 (Father’s Day!)
Gigi’s Closet open for business: September 9, 2020
Back to in-person Sunday School: September 13, 2020
Received Holy Communion: October 4, 2020
Pastor Brenda advocated with DS to stay open: November 2020
Worshipped together for Advent & Christmas!: (Advent began) November 29, 2020
Fellowship time together: February 28, 2021
Sunshine Bags created by Administrative Council: March 11, 2021
Replaced pew cushions for your Easter comfort: April 4, 2021
Easter all together this year!
We’re getting there as more and more of us are vaccinated.
As promised in the April 2020 Newsletter from my “Pastor’s Note,”
I envision a big ol’ b-b-q on the front lawn on the Sunday when we can finally toss off our masks
and begin to sing together again!

Fellowship is back on!
We will all do our part in bringing
pre-packaged goodies to the
church to share with one another.
With washed hands, serving
gloves and masked faces, let’s
take turns being servants to one
another, for the time being.

Thank you!
Thank you to all who donated
items for our Blessing Box during Lent! You filled it three
times over and the B.R.E.A.D.
Office was so very grateful!

COMMUNITY
Thank You...
...to Cristal Carpenter for all of her handiwork with the incredible Easter displays on the
Communion Table and in the sanctuary. As well, to Elaine and Harry Wilcomb for assisting in the
Lent to Easter changeover.
...to Carl Sundstrom, Adam McFarlin, and Jake Shook for the work on bolstering the kitchen floor.
Carl spent many hours fireproofing the work they did, and was joined by Jake during mud season.
...to Elaine Wilcomb for making sure our children have scripturally based activities each Sunday
during worship. And for creating Holy Week activity bags to enhance the children’s experience, as
well as the Easter Sunday giveaways for all of the children, including visitors, to enjoy.
...to Maxine Groner and Sandi Shook for sending birthday and anniversary greetings to remind us
that we are loved by our community.
...to those happy volunteers on the Administrative Council who delighted in preparing our gleeful
Sunshine Bags.
...again to Harry and Elaine Wilcomb who joyfully delivered the bulk of the Administrative Council’s
Sunshine Bags!
...to Mike Torrie for sharing his gift of teaching with us each Sunday morning. He enhances the
material with his thorough research of the morning’s topic.
...to all of you who are remembering your tithes and offerings to uphold the work of God’s Kingdom
in ways that we have promised to do.
And, though I cannot name them all: God bless all the Kingdom helpers in all the ways they help!

GiGi’s Closet
GiGi’s Closet has seen an increase in visitors/shoppers happy to find clothing items for themselves
and families! Thanks to our faithful volunteers who are experts at sorting, sizing, displaying and
hanging clothing: Irma Fouch (can you believe she likes to wash and iron?), Myra Shaw, Nancy
McFarland, Sandi Shook, Mary Ragland, Sharon Groskopf, Phyl Sundstrom (transports excess
donations to the Women’s Rescue Mission in Rapid City), and Elaine Wilcomb. Special thanks to all
who donate time and items to make this a true connection to the community of Newcastle and
beyond!
GiGi’s will be open:
9 am—1 pm
May 12 & 26
June 9 & 23

Thank you…
I would like to thank every one who sent cards,
prayers and good wishes during my recent
health scare!

COMMUNITY
Elaine Wilcomb: Quiet Disciple 2020
Elaine is the face of Christ-like transformation in our church. She immediately got on board for
Thursday Night Market, providing materials for face painting crucial to sitting and building new
relationships. Elaine was the best evangelizer of us all. She was the instigator for Messy Church and
many VBS’, enthusiastically and resoundingly supporting these through her elbow grease, ingenuity,
and cheerleading.
During the pandemic, Elaine’s exhaustive work ensured people stayed connected through Facebook.
She recorded our stay-in-place worship services, uploading to our website and Facebook pages. She
has provided invaluable support to the pastor. She is one of two leaders who instituted our Care
Caller team during stay-at-home. Elaine has been a stalwart leader finding fresh ways to connect
with the Market Night families we worked so hard to help feel at home. She is constantly and
fearlessly forging new paths to transform people’s lives through Jesus Christ.
God bless you for your good-heartedness, our servant in Christ, Elaine.

Mountain Sky Conference Platinum Award 2020
First UMC, Newcastle has been awarded the Platinum level certificate for making good on its
promise for 100% connectional giving (apportionments) to Mountain Sky Conference and for 100%
completion of reporting! Thank you to all who have maintained tithes and offerings to the church,
which in turn help your Conference continue its work. Bishop Oliveto was checking in with me this
week to find out how we are getting along. She knows this church and encourages and prays for us.
My heartfelt thanks to Jessica Kelly, our incredibly supportive and enthusiastic administrative
assistant, for keeping us on track for reaching these goals.
After an incredibly difficult year we have much to celebrate! Thank you, Church!

Office Hours

OFFICE BUSINESS

Jess is in the office to help you:
Days: Monday-Thursday
Hours: still 8:00am-noon

Where is Pastor Brenda:
Pastor Brenda will be taking some personal leave beginning May 3, 2021. Carlton (Butch) Bennett,
a Lay Speaker from Sheridan, will lead worship with you May 9.
May 16 will be a re-imagined Hymn Sing with Elaine and Harry Wilcomb.
Church leaders are always willing to help: please call SPRC Chair, Irma Fouch; or Lay Leader Elaine
Wilcomb.

Mandatory face masks when in the church
building!
A Do No Harm decision made by leadership.
Thank you for abiding.

STUDY
Here is the schedule for Adult Sunday School:
Adult Sunday School
Begins: Sunday, April 25-May 30, 2021
Where: In the Parlor
Study: Reckless Love, by author and Pastor Tom Berlin of Floris UMC in Virginia
Led by: Mike Torrie
A study very much in keeping with our year-long theme.

Reckless Love: Jesus’ Call to Love Our Neighbor
How did Jesus teach the Greatest Commandment to his disciples?
Berlin writes that Jesus taught them to love their neighbor first as a way to more deeply love
God.
In his exploration of Jesus’ teaching and travels with his disciples, Berlin suggests that Jesus
teaches us how to love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength by showing us how to love our
neighbor. Many hope to learn to be better family, friends, leaders, neighbors while finding a
deeper relationship with God; what if becoming a better neighbor leads you to that deeper love
of God?
In Reckless Love, you will see the ways Jesus’ care for others disrupted the way his disciples
thought and acted so deeply that they learned to love God fully, joining in Jesus’ mission to
share the good news unambiguously. In so doing, you will have the opportunity to consider
your life and learn how loving the people around you will completely renew your faith and
give you a new experience of loving God.

Adult Sunday
School
led by Mike Torrie
Where: All studies
take place in the parlor.
Time: 8:45 am

STUDY
Fall studies:
We will pick up Mysteries of the Messiah.
Mysteries of the Messiah by Rabbi Jason Sobel:
Connections between the Old Testament and New Testament are vital in giving us a complete
picture of God's plan for sending Jesus into the world as the Messiah.
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how Jesus revealed this connection to two disciples on the road
to Emmaus. They listened as Jesus explained, "beginning with Moses and the Prophets . . .
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself," and later asked themselves, "Were not
our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to
us?" (Luke 24:27,32).
Too many of us today are likewise missing this connection. We are settling for just the New
Testament or the Old Testament and not understanding how the Bible fits together as a whole
to offer one complete picture of Jesus. Both the Old and New are God's priceless possessions .
. . and neither one is more or less valuable than the other. However, together their value
increases dramatically for both are needed in order for us to experience our full inheritance in
God's kingdom and His beloved children.
As Rabbi Sobel unlocks these connections, participants will come to understand:
• How the foundation of the Bible (The Torah) fits with the rest of Scripture
• How the Torah answers the question of "who is the promised seed?"
• How all of the Bible works to give a picture of the promise of Messiah
• What implications this has for our lives as the Old and New Testaments come together

One other study for Fall:
Title: Broken Signposts: How Christianity Makes Sense of the World
(2020) by N. T. Wright
Broken Signposts:
N. T. Wright argues that every world view must explain seven “signposts,” indicators inherent
to humanity: Justice, Spirituality, Relationships, Beauty, Freedom, Truth, and Power.
If we do not live up to these ideals, our societies and individual lives become unbalanced,
creating anger and frustration—negative emotions that divide us from ourselves and God, he
contends. Using the Gospel of John as his source, Wright shows how Christianity defines each
signpost and illuminates why we so often see them as being "broken" and unattainable.
Drawing on the wisdom of the Gospels, Wright explains why these signposts are fractured and
damaged and how Christianity provides the vision, guidance, and hope for making them whole
once again, ultimately healing ourselves and our world.

MAY 4:
PAT TOWNSEND
MAY 5:
ROSE ALLEN
MAY 6:
HARRY WILCOMB
MAY 7:
BRANDON BERTSCH
MAY 8:
NORMA LEASE
MAY 9:
HEIDI WOOD
SARA DARLINGTON
MAY 10:
ZOEY COTE
MAY 11:
CURTIS TOWNSEND
MAY 17:
DORTHEA KENAGY
MARK TOWNSEND

MAY 22:
DAN EPPERSON
MAY 23:
LAVONNE ROBERTS
MAY 24:
PEGGY FRANKLIN
MAY 26:
*MARK & LESLIE TOWNSEND
MAY 27:
FRANK & KENDRA BUTLER
MAY 29:
TRAVIS CASTELLI
MAY 30:
HOMER HASTINGS
*GARY & BRENDA CLARKE
MAY 31:
*ED & BEV KIESLING
JUNE 1:
*STEVE & KATHLEEN ENGLE
JUNE 4:
JOHN DAUM
JUNE 9:
KATHY DUMMER
*JIM & LISA DARLINGTON
JUNE 11:
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*HERB & CHRIS FRENCH
JUNE 12:
TONY LENARDSON
JUNE 13:
MICHELE SMITH
JUNE 14:
WILBUR LEASE
JUNE 15:
ALISON HYATT
JUNE 26:
CARL SUNDSTROM
JUNE 30:
*TONY & KARA LENARDSON
*denotes anniversary
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