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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
23 N. SENECA AVE.,  P.O. BOX 579 

NEWCASTLE, WY 82701 
Office 307-746-4119 

 

PASTOR RON SAMPLE 
Our mission statement: Passion for Christ, Compassion for all. 

 

Follow 10am Worship Services at 

KASL 1240 AM 

OR watch a replay of the service on our 

website fumcnewcastle.com 

Also on YouTube  

 

Office hours:  

M-Th.  

8 am—12 pm 

 

 

 

e-mail: fumc@fumcnewcastle.com 
Web: www.fumcnewcastle.com 

Facebook: @FUMCNewcastleWY WELCOME 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
 

Greetings,  

     A new Bible study begins the first Sun-
day in November. We will be looking at 
the “I Am” statements Jesus makes about 
himself. All of the statements come from 
the Gospel of John so we will spend the 
next few weeks paying special attention to 
John’s Gospel as he presents the words of 
Jesus in a very exciting way. All of the 
Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
while each is special in its own way, come 
together to proclaim that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. The Bible study takes place each 
Sunday morning at 8:45 am –9:45 am in 
the parlor. Everyone is invited to partici-
pate.  

 



 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY 
 
 

ORDER YOUR PECANS TODAY! 
 

Now is the time to place your order for fresh Georgia pecans and chocolates.  These 
pecans/chocolates are great for your holiday baking and/or gift giving. 
 
The following items are available at a cost of $10 for each bag: 
 

Fancy Mammoth Pecan Halves, 16 oz. bag 
Chocolate Covered Pecans, 12 oz. bag 
Dark Chocolate Covered Pecans, 12 oz. bag 
Chocolate Pecan Clusters, 10 oz. bag 

 
Place your order by calling or texting Chris French today at 746-5783. Orders will be 
available by mid-November. 
  
 
 

 
HOLIDAY BAZAAR 

  
United Methodist Women (UMW) will be hosting the “Christmas in Wyoming” holi-
day bazaar on Saturday, November 19.  A bazaar committee has been established to 
plan/organize this event.  Committee members are: 
  
Co-chairs Norma Shelton (746-8874) and Phyl Sundstrom (941-1251), Maxine Groner 
(746-2470), Betty Petranek (941-1539), and Amanda Sharpes (751-9494). 
  
Contact a committee member to volunteer to help with the bazaar.  Workers are need-
ed to set up for the bazaar, work the various booths, help in the kitchen, serve the 
meal, and clean up after the bazaar. 
 
Each church family is encouraged to provide two pies for the bazaar. One pie will be 
for the Baked Goods Table and one will be used for coffee break time and/or lunch. 
Please have pies at the church on Friday, November 18, or no later than 8:30 am on 
Saturday, November 19. 
 
Set up for the bazaar will be on Sunday, November 13 following fellowship! Volunteers 
are needed to help haul items up from the basement and move tables around.  

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Quilt Raffle!  
 

Get your tickets one ticket for $1.00 or 6 tickets for $5.00. The drawing will be held at 
the annual Bazaar. If you would like to see the quilt, ask Lavonne, or stop by the office. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Openings within the church 
 
There are various leadership positions opening at the first of the year that need to be 
filled in order to ensure the church continues to function properly. Please consider 
stepping into one of the following roles to help the church. 
 
 
If you are wondering what a position would entail, a job description of each position is 
available. You can request a copy of a job description from Jess in the office. 



 

 

 
 

COMMUNTIY 
Monthly Mission! 
Let’s not forget about the Monthly Mission basket! The Finance Team has decided to 

do the pledge drive a little differently this year. Each month there will be a special of-

fering to address the church’s needs or special projects! There will be a basket at the 

back of the church for you to place your offering. You can also mail-in your monthly 

mission offering. 

This is a separate offering from the offering we take during the service. The Finance 

Team will still be mailing out pledge letters for you to fill out and send back.  

 

October 30, was the last Sunday to give to the Benevolent Fund. The purpose of this 

fund is to help members of the community with things; this will be needed more than 

ever this year. If we feel that we are running low come Christmas time, Christmas Eve 

service offerings will go to the Benevolent fund.  

 

Next month the Monthly Mission will be going toward decorations for the church. 

 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
 

It’s time again to fill shoeboxes with gifts for children around the world. If you’d like 

to fill a shoebox, there are some available at the church, or you can use one of your 

own. A shoebox-size plastic container with a snap-on lid is also an option. 

 

Handouts with a few reminders will be available at the church or you can check the 

website (samaritanspurse.org/occ) for a complete list of suggestions. If you use your 

own shoebox, you can gift wrap it, but be sure that it can be opened for inspection. 

That’s done at the processing center in Denver before shipping. 

 

A donation of $10 to cover the cost of shipping and handling for each shoebox is en-

couraged. This can be cash or a check made out to Operation Christmas Child.  

 

Shoeboxes are due at the church by Sunday, November 13. We will take them to a lo-

cal collection site prior to transportation to Denver. For more information, contact 

Phyl Sundstrom at 746-2477 or 941-1251. 



 

 

Stewardship Letter 

 
“You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous in every way.  

Such generosity produces thanksgiving to God through us (2 Corinthians 9:11).” 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
Thank you for blessing your church with the generosity of your tithes. 
At First UMC, we believe participating in a tithe offering is a spiritual practice. The practice, like oth-
er spiritual practices, builds upon itself, strengthening the faith of the disciple. If you find yourself 
wondering how to build your practice of giving, these are some strategies other givers have found 
helpful: 

Be Intentional in developing your plan of giving 
Be Regular in your giving, following your chosen giving routine 
Be Generous because God has blessed us so generously: we can give generously to others 
Give First Fruits, offering back to God from our abundance as a first payee 
Give Proportional to your income. If you are blessed with much financially, give much 
 

Strengthening this spiritual muscle might mean you begin the practice of pledging your tithe. Or, if 
you are already pledging, consider increasing your tithe. We realize there are those of you who tithe 
as generously as you are able and blessed are you for that offering.  There are those of us who may 
have a little wiggle room in your tithe. Consider a 2, 4, or even 10% increase in your weekly or 
monthly offering. If there are occasions of extra income through dividends or other financial vehi-
cles, consider a tithe on these blessings, in gratitude to God. 
 
FUMC wanted to clarify some confusion on the monthly Special Projects Baskets (Monthly Mission) 
that the church has started. These special projects are separate from your pledges to the church. 
These special projects are for the Newcastle church and stay in Newcastle. For example, the month of 
October is for the Benevolent fund. Next month it could be for decorating the church or pay bills, for 
example. This would be a way to increase your tithe when it's possible for you to give more. The 
monies are strictly used for our Newcastle church. 
 
Finally, we thank you for every good blessing you offer your church. 
 
God bless,  
 
 

Cristal Carpenter      Pastor Ron Sample 
Finance Chair 
 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY / UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

Office Hours 

Jess is in the office to help you: 

Monday-Thursday 

 8:00 am-noon 

 
NOVEMBER 2: 
  *HAROLD & DANA TYSDAL 
  NOVEMBER 5: 
  TIM BERTSCH 
NOVEMBER 7: 
  CAROL CARGILL 
  KALYN HOUSER 
NOVEMBER 8: 
  LENORA SUNDSTROM 
  SALLY HOOVER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 9: 
  SHARON RONESS 
  NANCY MCFARLIN 
  KEN HUNTER 
NOVEMBER 11 
  JO SHACKLEFURD 
NOVEMBER 12: 
  JIM SHELTON 
  TAMMY JOHNSON 
NOVEMBER 22: 
*DEAN & TAMMY JOHNSON  
 

*denotes anniversary 
 

 
 
 
All Manor &  
       Mondell  
      Residents 
 

 
 

Kid’s shopping will be December 10th! 



 

 

COMMUNITY / UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

NOVEMBER 

 

1: All Saints Day 

1: *Trustees meeting, 6 pm 

2: UMW meeting, 9:30 am 

6: All Saints Sunday service 

     New Bible Study begins 

7: Finance meeting, 6 pm 

9: GiGi’s Closet open  

        9 am—1:30 pm 

9: Methodist Group,  

       5:30 pm at Pizza Barn 

10: Fellowship hall reserved, 6 pm 

11: FUMC Conference, 6 pm 

 

 

13: Bazaar set up after church, 

Shoeboxes due 

14: Ad Council meeting, 6 pm 

19: Christmas In Wyoming bazaar 

20: Christ the King Sunday 

24: Thanksgiving Day 

27: United Methodist Student day, 

(special offering) 

*Trustees meetings are moved to the first 

Tuesday of each month 

*TOPS meets every Tuesday at 4 pm 

 


