THE MESSENGER
OCTOBER 2021
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Our mission statement: Passion for Christ, Compassion for all.

•
•
•

Karen Hutchinson
Bobbie Quick
All Manor &
Mondell
Residents

Follow 10am Worship Services at
KASL 1240 AM
OR watch a replay of the service on our website
fumcnewcastle.com
Also on YouTube
Office hours: M-Th. 8 am—12 pm

We have lifted the face mask mandate.

e-mail: fumc@fumcnewcastle.com
Web: www.fumcnewcastle.com
Facebook: @FUMCNewcastleWY

WELCOME

It’s Stewardship Time—Gratefulness and Generosity--Thoughts on Tithing
from Five Practices of a Fruitful Congregation by Robert Schnase
Scripture is replete with examples and teachings that focus on possessions, wealth, giving, gifts, generosity, offerings, charity, sacrifice, and sharing with those in need. Giving is central to the Christian
practice because people perceive God as extravagantly generous, the giver of every good gift, the
source of life and love. People give because they serve a giving God.
In Proverbs, people are reminded to “Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the first of all your
crops” (Proverbs 3:9). How people use their material resources either honors or dishonors their relationship to God. Generosity aligns one’s life with God’s purposes. 6:8).
Jesus’s teachings abound with tales of rich and poor, generous and shrewd, givers and takers, charitable and selfish, faithful and fearful. He commends the poor widow putting her two coins in the
treasury; giving out of her poverty, she “has given everything she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). The story upsets expectations by pointing to proportion rather than amount as the measure of extravagance.
John Wesley and the early Methodists practiced generosity as an indispensable aspect of discipleship, essential for the maturing of the soul and for the work of the church. Wesley taught Methodists
to “gain all you can, save all you can, and give all you can” (“The Use of Money,” 1744). He feared
that the frugality of early Methodists would lead to levels of wealth that would distract them from
their growth in faithful living. Wesley warned against earning money in destructive ways, by means
that corrupted the soul or contributed to injustice. He encouraged people to live simply, without opulence, avoiding the waste of money on things unnecessary. Early Methodists were invited to practice self-control, self-restraint, and self-denial. Such practices deepened faith, avoided pride and vanity, and resulted in a greater capacity to help others. Generosity, according to Wesley, was rooted in
grace, an emptying of oneself for others, an expression of love of God and neighbor.

The discipline of generous giving places people on the balcony, helping them look out at society with
new perspective, better able to see its traps, deceptions, and myths. The practice of generosity is a
means by which God builds people up, strengthens their spirits, and equips them to serve God’s purposes.
Tithing helps the followers of Jesus understand that all things belong to God and that, during their
days on earth, followers are entrusted as stewards to use all they have and all they are in ways that
glorify God. What Christians earn belongs to God, and they should earn it honestly and in ways that
serve purposes consistent with being followers of Christ. What Christians spend belongs to God, and
they should use it wisely, not foolishly, on things that enhance life and do not diminish it. What they
save belongs to God, and they should invest in ways that strengthen society. What Christians give belongs to God, and they need to give generously, extravagantly, and conscientiously in ways that help
others and that strengthen the body of Christ.
Harry Wilcomb, Finance Chair

From Lay Development/Nominations
“All members of Christ’s universal church are called to share in the ministry which is committed to
the whole church of Jesus Christ. Therefore, each member of the United Methodist Church is to be a
servant of Christ on mission and worldwide community” –The Book of Discipline of the United
Methodist Church.
Laity has the opportunity to help others grow in faith by sharing God’s gifts of peace, love, hope and
generosity. Actively engaged laypeople are key in any vital congregation. In fact, the early Methodist
movement grew through the efforts of laypeople who were active and engaged in the ministry of the
church.
Please consider saying YES when asked to serve First United Methodist Church!
Elaine Wilcomb, Sandi Shook, Dana Tysdal

COMMUNITY
Prayer Shawls
If anyone would like a comfort/prayer shawl, I have a few available.
Contact Elaine: ewilcomb@yahoo.com or 746-8497.

What is a Prayer Shawl?
“Shawls … They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, mother, hug, shelter and beautify.” —
Janet Severi Bristow, 1998
Prayer shawl. Peace shawl. Comfort shawl. Mantle. Whatever name you give them, they serve the
same purpose. These are a wearable hug crafted with love and intent from maker to recipient.
Whether it be personal words, verse, song, prayer, mantra, or something else, it is these thoughts imbued in the shawl with each stitch that make them what they are.

WORSHIP
Adult Sunday School… Adult Sunday School is at 8:45 a.m. in the church parlor. Rev. Ron
Sample will lead “Mysteries of the Messiah.” This is a six week study, ending
on Oct. 17. Watch Facebook and the church website for the announcement of
the next bible study.
Children’s Sunday School
Children’s Sunday school this year will be lead by Louise Parsons and Elaine
Wilcomb. It will be a little different this year; with each child getting a
binder to take home to do their lessons and activities 3 Sunday’s, and 1
Sunday will have class like usual during church. They look forward to seeing
all those smiling faces!

COMMUNITY
Fellowship is back on!
We will all do our part in bringing pre-packaged goodies to the church to share with one another.
With washed hands, serving gloves and masked faces, let’s take turns being servants to one another,
for the time being.

Upcoming Events for October
4: Trustees meeting 6 pm
6: UMW meeting 9:30 am
9: Parsonage Painting Party
10: Pastor Appreciation Sunday
12: Finance meeting 6 pm
13: GiGi’s Closet open, 9 am—1 pm
17: Laity Sunday

Mountain Sky Conference new
mailing & physical address
PO Box 462200
Centennial, CO 80015
19491 E Smokey Hill Road
Centennial, CO 80015

18: Ad Council meeting 6 pm
21-23: Annual Conference

27: GiGi’s Closet open 9 am—1 pm

Office Hours
Jess is in the office to help you:
Days: Monday-Thursday
Hours: still 8:00 am-noon

Jess@fumcnewcastle.com

Thank you!
Thank you to all
who donated items!
The B.R.E.A.D.
Office
is so very grateful!

COMMUNITY
GiGi’s Closet
GiGi’s Closet want to say “Thank You” for all your
donations! GiGi’s welcomes volunteers to help on
Wednesdays!
GiGi’s will be open October 13 & 27 from 9 am –1 pm.

FUMC Scholarship
The First UMC, Newcastle scholarship deadline for spring semester 2022 is
November 1, 2021. Application materials are available in the church office or
from Phyl Sundstrom (941-1251) and Chris French (746-4186). The
scholarship is available to applicants pursuing a degree in human service.
Applicants must have completed one year of education beyond high school and
must be members of or affiliated with First UMC, Newcastle.

Youth Group Adult Volunteer Needed
We would like to make plans for UMYF to start monthly
meetings in 2022. However, we need a second adult leader. If
interested, please contact Phyl Sundstrom (941-1251) for more
information

Family Fun trips near by
Lil' Harvester's Pumpkin Patch
Address: 8680 US-16, Rapid City, SD 57702
Website: www.lilharvesterspumpkinpatch.com
Spearfish Corn Maze & Pumpkin Patch
Address: Chicken Creek Rd, Spearfish, SD 57783
Website: www.spearfishvalleyproduce.com

COMMUNITY
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
It’s time again for filling shoeboxes with gifts for children around the world. If you’d like to fill a
shoebox, there are some available at the church, or you can use one of your own. A shoebox-size
plastic container with a snap-on lid is also an option.
Handouts with a few reminders will be available at the church, or you can check the website
(samaritanspurse.org/occ) for a complete list of suggestions. If you use your own shoebox, you can
gift wrap it, but be sure that it can still be opened for inspection. That’s done at the processing
center in Denver before shipping.
A donation of $9 to cover the cost of shipping and handling for each shoebox is encouraged. This
can be cash or a check made out to Operation Christmas Child.

Shoeboxes are due at the church by Sunday, November 14. We will take them to a local collection
site prior to transportation to Denver. For more information contact Phyl Sundstrom at 746-2477 or
941-1251.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

"CHRISTMAS IN WYOMING" BAZAAR
Your holiday shopping starts here at the “Christmas in Wyoming” bazaar, which will
be held Saturday, November 20. Doors open at 9 am. Coffee break begins at 9:30
with the soup lunch starting at 11:00. Check out the variety of items offered at each
booth: New 2 You, Holiday Booth, Sewing Booth, Plant Table, Youth Booth, Baked
Goods Table. Greeting cards and dishcloths will be available, a basket auction will be
held, and tickets can be purchased for the “Serenity Prayer” quilt drawing.
Items for the New 2 You area need to be at the church by November 1. Baskets for the Silent Auction
Basket table need to be at the church by November 14. Items for the other booths should be brought
to the church no later than Friday, November 19. Baked goods should be at the church no later than
8:30 am on Saturday, November 20. Don’t forget to bring two pies—one for the baked goods table
and one for coffee break/lunch time.

ORDER PECANS TODAY!
UMW is selling fresh Georgia pecans for your gift-giving needs and for nutritious snacking. Each 16
oz. bag is only $10. Three options are available: Plain Pecans, Chocolate Carmel Pecan Clusters,
Chocolate Covered Pecans. Order your pecans today from Chris French by calling or texting 7465783. Pecans will be available in mid-November.

OCTOBER 1:
*JIM & NORMA SHELTON
OCTOBER 2:
*ED & CAROL CARGILL
OCTOBER 4:
BARBARA RHOADES
JAMIE GRAY
OCTOBER 7:
DAVID KIESLING
*MIKE & NANCY MCFARLAND
OCTOBER 8:
BECKY DECKER

OCTOBER 12:
CHRIS FRENCH
OCTOBER 13:
KATHY TOWNSEND
OCTOBER 15:
ED CARGILL
ROSEMARY RICHARDSON-SCHLUP
OCTOBER 21:
GRACE DAVIS
ED KIESLING
OCTOBER 24:
*WILLIAM & LYNDA RUSSELL
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KASL 1240 AM
OR our website fumcnewcastle.com
for recorded sermons
Office hours: M-Th. 8 am– 12 pm
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pastoral needs.
.

OCTOBER 25
TERRY MILLS
OCTOBER 26:
JEAN BURLESON
NORMA YOOS
OCTOBER 28:
CRISTAL CARPENTER
OCTOBER 30:
*HARRY & LAVONNE ROBERTS

*denotes anniversary
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