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My grandmother would say, “Rise up into this new 
day, the Spirit has come with the breaking of 
dawn.”  Not really wanting to wake up as a child 
back then, but the wisdom reminds us that 
resurrection is not only about new life, it is about 
restoring relationships or restored relationships.  
 

Through Christ’s resurrection, we see the healing 
of what was broken, between God and humanity, 
and among humanity and creation.  In the spirit of 
relations, we are reminded that life is found in 
having the right relationship with Christ where we 
walk with him in respect, kinship, and harmony with 
all creation.  Too often, we think of resurrection as 
something that happened long ago, or something 
that will happen someday.  But the power of the 
risen Christ meets us here and now, in our daily 
lives, in families, community, and in places where 
we feel weary, uncertain, or defeated. 
 

Paul reminds us, “If anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation…and God has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation.”  (2 Cor. 5:17-18)  Resurrection is 
not behind us, it is happening among us. 
 

Paul informs us that where relationships have been 
strained, new pathways can emerge.  Where hope 
feels distant, the Holy Spirit is already at work, 
drawing us back into connection and wholeness. 
As the new creation forms in us, we are not called 
to return to what was, but to move forward into 
deeper kinship with God, creation, each other,  
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and with the new world around us like 
we are experiencing the “breaking of 
dawn.”  
 

The Holy Spirit is present among us, 
guiding, restoring, and giving us new 
light.  So let us step forward in these 
new days together with hope, trust, 
and a renewed commitment to live in a 
right relationship with God, family, 
community, and all of creation. 
 

Christ is risen, and we have been made 

whole. So let us live into the fullness of 

these new days coming. 
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ALL ARE INVITED! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 
April 2 

 

7pm 
 

Weston County 
Fairgrounds  

Events Center 
 

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church 

GOOD FRIDAY 
SERVICE 

 

Friday, April 3 
3pm 

First United  
Methodist Church 

 
Communion and Meditation 

 

 

 
 
Sunday, April 5 

Greenwood Cemetery 
and FUMC Fellowship Hall 

6:30-8:30am 
 

Begin your Easter celebration at the 
Sunrise Service starting at 6:30am at 
Greenwood Cemetery.  Bring your 
own chair and blanket.  Then enjoy a 
delicious breakfast and time of 
fellowship in the Fellowship Hall. 

EASTER 
SUNRISE  
SERVICE 

AND 
BREAKFAST 



 

 

On Sunday, March 8, the Newcastle Bell Choir performed during the church service. 

Left picture:  On behalf of the 
congregation, Phyl Sundstrom 
honors Lynda Russell for her 
many years of service as the 
organist for First United 
Methodist Church. 

Right picture:  Elaine Wilcomb 
honors Lynda Russell for her 
many years of service as the 
director of the Newcastle Bell 
Choir. 

INVITATION SUNDAY 
March 8 

The congregation enjoyed a feast following the Invitation Sunday church service. 



 

 

CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP 
Submitted by Phyl Sundstrom 

 
The First UMC, Newcastle scholarship 
deadline for fall semester 2026 is May 
1, 2026.  Application materials are 
available in the church office or from 
Phyl Sundstrom (941-1251) and Chris 
French (746-5783). 
  
The $1000 scholarship is available to 
applicants pursuing a degree in human 
service.  Applicants must have 
completed one year of education 
beyond high school, and must be 
members of, or affiliated with, First 
UMC, Newcastle.  The scholarship is 
awarded in $500 per semester 
payments. 

UMW SUPPORTS OTHERS 
Submitted by Chris French 

United Methodist Women (UMW) met 
March 4 with twelve women present at 
the meeting.  Laura Oney provided the 
devotion for the meeting.   
 

At the meeting ... 
 Members discussed how to use 

JoAnn Fassbender’s memorial 
funds. 

 Plans were finalized for the Spring 
Benefit Luncheon on Friday, April 
24, which will raise funds for the 
WCSD#1 Aquatic Center Renova-
tions.  Women of our church are 
asked  to bring a casserole.  Area 
churches have been contacted to 
bring salads and desserts. 

 A donation of $1,000 to WCSD#1 to 
help reduce school lunch debt was 
approved. 

 

After the meeting, members filled 
goodie bags for the Teacher 
Appreciation Project.  (See picture 
below) 
 

All women of the church are invited to 
the next UMW meeting on Wednesday, 
April 1, at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall. 



 

 

TRUSTEES WORK ON PROJECTS 
Submitted by Carl Sundstrom 

The Board of Trustees met Tuesday, March 3, with five members in attendance.  Items of 
business included:   
 

 The good news! The TV’s are up and running!  Payment to 21 Electric for cabling and 
power installation was approved.  The invoice for the TV installation has not been 
received. 

 The Trustees approved a request for a secure storage cabinet for items left in the office. 
 Push-to-open door actuators for Fellowship Hall and the exit vestibules have arrived.  A 

minor glitch with required screws has been resolved and installation is pending. 
 Permanent occupancy and stove usage signage has been purchased and installed. 
 An estimate for a security system was discussed.  The committee decided  the proposal 

was too costly in its current form. 
 Semi-annual fire extinguisher inspection was completed. 
 Trustees are ordering a replacement door mat for the front door. 
 The Trustees voted to proceed with the cross lighting project and are scheduling work 

to light the steeple cross when the required materials arrive. 
 The broken spring on the parsonage garage door has been repaired.  
 A wireless microphone will be provided for Pastor Marcia. 
 Considerations for updating the Church’s Methodists Helping Methodists endowment 

fund were discussed.  No action was taken as the finance and endowment committees 
have not had the opportunity to make recommendations. 

 The Trustees have made the replacement of the HVAC system for the Fellowship Hall 
and Sanctuary the Trustee’s highest priority. An explanatory presentation was 
presented at the Administrative Council meeting, along with clarification of the RAN 
Grant status.  The considerations that influenced this decision will be available upon 
request from the church office. 

 
The next Trustees meeting will be Tuesday, April 7, at 6pm in the Church Parlor. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 
Submitted by Carl Sundstrom 

A lesson was given on giving up something for Lent, especially giving up something that 
keeps you from getting closer to God. 
 

Other studies included the story of Saint Patrick, who was in fact, English and believed that 
God helped him escape after being kidnapped to Ireland!  Did he really rid Ireland of snakes?  
Why did he return to Ireland?  How did he become the patron saint of that country? 

The story of the “The Woman at the Well” was also presented.  
She was a lonely outcast, but Jesus waited for and 
befriended her as an example of how we should act. 
 

Jesus granted sight to a man who was born blind!  This story 

will be the next Sunday School lesson. 



 

 

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES* 

  1: Dana Tysdal 
  3: Brooklyn Gregory 
  4: Todd Hoover 
  5: Dan Decker 
   Parker Owens 
  7: Dessa Romano 
  9:   Ashley Malsam 
 Pam Bertsch 
13: Carol Nicholls 
 Erin Darlington 
16: Deb Smith 
 Billie Jo McFarlin 
 *Jake & Sandi Shook 
20: Cory Wackerbarth 
21: *Steve & Denette Price 
22: Max Bartlett 
23: Brooklyn McFarlin 
24: Steve Engle 
25: *Wilbur & Norma Lease 
26: Ron Sample 
29: Nolan Gregory 

CHURCH INFO 
 

Office Hours:  8am-noon  M-TH  
 

Pastor Calvin Hill:  
 406-845-8135 
 rev.chill.dine@gmail.com 
 

Administrative Assistant: 
 Audrey Knight 
 307-746-4119 
 fumc@fumcnewcastle.com 
 admin@fumcnewcastle.com 
 

Web:  www.fumcnewcastle.com 
 

Facebook:  @FUMCNewcastleWY 
 
YouTube:  Search for FUMC Newcastle WY 
 

Radio:  Sunday Service at 10am on KASL 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

1: GiGi’s Closet Open, 9am-1pm 
 

1: UMW Meeting, 9:30am, Fellowship Hall 
 

2:  Holy Thursday Seder Meal, 7pm,  
    Fairgrounds Event Center 
 

3:  Good Friday Service, 3pm, FUMC 
 

5:  Easter Sunday 
 

5:  Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30am 
     Greenwood Cemetery followed by  
     breakfast in Fellowship Hall 
 

7:  Prayer Team, 9:30am, Church Parlor 
 

7:  Worship Committee, 10am 
  Fellowship Hall 
 

7:  Trustees Meeting, 6pm, Church Parlor 
 

7: Methodist Singers, 7pm, Sanctuary  
 

8:  GiGi’s Closet Open, 9am-1pm 
 

12: Finance Committee Meeting, 11:30am  
    Church Parlor 
 

14: Prayer Team, 9:30am, Church Parlor  
 

14: Methodist Singers, 7pm, Sanctuary 
 

15: GiGi’s Closet Open, 9am-1pm 
 

15: Administrative Council Meeting, 6pm  
   Church Parlor 
 

21: Prayer Team, 9:30am, Church Parlor  
 

21: Methodist Singers, 7pm, Sanctuary 
 

22: Administrative Professionals Day 
 

22: GiGi’s Closet Open, 9am-1pm 
 

24: UMW Spring Benefit Luncheon 
   11am-1pm, Fellowship Hall 
 

26: Fellowship Feast after Sunday Service 
 

28: Prayer Team, 9:30am, Church Parlor  
 

28: Methodist Singers, 7pm, Sanctuary 
 

29: GiGi’s Closet Open, 9am-1pm 


