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PASTORõS MESSAGE:  
A SEAS0N OF REFLECTION  

 

Pastor Calvin Hill  

Fall season has officially begun; it is the season of 
harvest, and a time to reflect and reap.  Our natural 
shifts begin with school, harvest, and gathering 
fruits of what has been sown.  This season is a 
reminder for us to pause and reflect on the spiritual 
seeds we have planted throughout the year.  Just 
as farmers patiently wait for their crops to grow 
and mature, God calls us to trust in His timing for 
the harvest of our own efforts whether in personal 
growth, the church life, or acts of service.  
 
Some reflection questions for this time of year:  
òWhat are you most grateful for this season?ó 
òWhat ôseedsõ have you planted in your life this 
year ñspiritually, relationally, or physically?ó  This 
season is rich in symbolism for our spiritual and 
emotional lives.  The colors of leaves changing and 
falling are the reminder that certain things in life 
must be let go for the new to grow.  It is a time to 
thank God for abundant blessings and to recognize 
that, even in the seasons of waiting or uncertainty, 
God is working behind the scenes to bring harvest.  

 

òSo let us not grow weary in doing what is 

right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we 
do not give up.ó  (Galatians 6:9)  

Paul writes encouraging words to us, to not grow 

weary of doing good.  In the hustle of life, it can be 

easy to feel discouraged when we do not see 

immediate results from our sowing (efforts),  
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whether in family life, personal, or 
church activities.  Paul reassures us 
that we will reap a harvest in due time, 
as long as we persevere.  
 
As the leaves fall and the harvest is 
gathered, let us also consider what we 
need to release so room is made for 
Godõs continued work in our lives.  May 
we be reminded that in Godõs time, we 
will see fruits of our labor, and may we 
express our gratitude in every season 
of life.  
 

As we see the rhythms of fall, may we 
be encouraged to reflect on our 
spiritual, emotional, and physical 
journey to trust in Godõs timing that we 
embrace it all in gratitude of a new 
season.  May this season be a time of 
deep reflection, renewal, and gratitude 
for all God is doing in our lives.  

YOUTH GROUP 
REORGANIZES  

Submitted by Phyl Sundstrom  
 

The First UMC, Newcastle youth 
group, UMYF, will meet one Sunday 
a month this fall,  from 5:30 -7pm  in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Weõll start with 
a light meal and then an activity 
before the lesson and discussion 
time.  Weõll begin by studying The 
Beatitudes from Matthew 5.  The 
focus will be on how the scripture 
applies to our lives today.  
 
Youth in grades 6 -12 are welcome; 
youth may invite a friend, provided 
that friend has attended our church 
at least once.   Meeting dates 
are  September 29, October 20, 
and  November 17. Please contact 
Phyl Sundstrom at  941-1251 with 
any questions or for more 
information.  

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS  
Submitted by Phyl Sundstrom  

 
The First UMC, Newcastle scholarship 
deadline for spring semester 2025 is 
November 1, 2024. Application 
materials are available in the church 
office or from Phyl Sundstrom (941 -
1251) and Chris French (746 -5783).  
 
The $500 scholarship is available to 
applicants pursuing a degree in human 
service. Applicants must have 
completed one year of education 
beyond high school and must be 
members of or affiliated with First 
UMC, Newcastle.  

AGAPE FEAST  
 

Lavonne Roberts, Vanita Epperson, 
and JoAnn Fassbender attended the 
Agape Feast hosted by the Upton 
Methodist Church on September 18.  



 

 

CHILDRENõS AND YOUTH MINISTRIES 
Submitted by Carl Sundstrom  

Our children and youth continue to serve the church in many ways.  The seven youth who 
completed the First Communion Class continue to volunteer to serve communion to the 
congregation, òcalling the faithful,ó and serving as acolytes for our services. 

 
On September 8, Grandparentõs Day, the Sunday School class put on 
a presentation for the congregation, led by Elaine Wilcomb and Bette 
Sample.  It included a history of the holiday, (Grand)DAD jokes about 
grandparents, and songs the children sing in Sunday School.  The 
congregation also joined in 
a sing -along.  
 
Lessons presented in 
Sunday School include 
reviewing the story of the 
birth of Isaac and the Old 
Testament (1 Samuel) story 
of Johnathon and his armor 
bearer, who with Godõs help 

and protection, routed the Philistine army, much 
as David did when he fought Goliath.   

FROM YOUR HEART TO THEIRS:  
DELIVERING AN EFFECTIVE SERMON  

 
ADVANCED CLASS OFFERING FOR  

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES!   
 

This course will go beyond the basics of a sermon, and will cover different types: from 
explanatory (one that delves into the scripture), to topical to childrenõs. There will be 
discussions rising from our personal experiences of listening and giving sermons, and the 
last session will be dedicated to presenting a sermon from each participant.   
 
The 5 sessions of 2 hours will be presented on Zoom.  The dates are Sundays: Sept. 29, Oct. 
6, 13, 20 and the last is on Nov. 3; from 3 -5pm MST.  The class will be limited to 10 people.  
 
The book can be purchased from Amazon, or at Store.Upperroom.org/ for $6, and 
participants will be sent additional material via email after registration.  
 
Contact Lana Magers at lanajom@hotmail.com  to register and for further information.  

mailto:lanajom@hotmail.com


 

 

CHRISTMAS IN WYOMING" BAZAAR  
 
Your holiday shopping starts at the òChristmas in Wyomingó bazaar, which will 
be held Saturday, November 23.  Doors open at 9am.  Coffee break begins at 
9:30am with the soup lunch starting at 11am.  Check out the variety of items 
offered at each booth:  New 2 You, Christmas Booth, Sewing Booth, Plant Booth, 
and Baked Goods Table.  Pecans, greeting cards, and dishcloths will be 
available for sale, a silent auction will be held, and tickets can be purchased for 
a several drawings:  $100 shopping sprees at Woodyõs and Deckerõs, an 
exercise bike, and a wooden cross.    
 
Contributions to the various booths should be brought to the church no later 
than Friday, November 22.  Baked goods should be at the church no later than 
8:30am on Saturday, November 23.  Donõt forget to bring two piesñone for the 
baked goods table and one for coffee break/lunch time.  

ORDER PECANS TODAY!  
 

Now is the time to place your order for fresh 
Georgia pecans and chocolates.  These 
pecans and chocolates are great for your 
holiday baking and/or gift giving.  
 
The following items are available at a cost of 
$12 for each bag:  
 

Fancy Mammoth Pecan Halves, 16 oz. bag  
Chocolate Covered Pecans, 12 oz. bag  
Dark Chocolate Covered Pecans, 12 oz. bag  
Chocolate Pecan Clusters, 10 oz. bag  

 
Place your order by calling or texting  
Chris French today at 746 -5783.   
Orders will be available in November.  

UMW MAKES DONATIONS  
Submitted by Chris French  

The United Methodist Women (UMW) 
met on Wednesday, September 4, with 
thirteen women in attendance.  Maxine 
Groner gave the devotion before the 
business meeting.  During the meeting, 
we:  
 
¶ Approved the following donations: 

$1,500 to Totes of Hope, $700 to 
B.R.E.A.D., $1000 to UMCOR for 
disaster relief efforts in our country, 
$500 each to the Middle School and 
High School for classroom supplies, 
and $600 to FUMC (quarterly pledge)  
¶ Discussed the òChristmas in 
Wyomingó bazaar, which will be held 
Saturday, November 23 (see article 
above)  
¶ Agreed to sponsor the Operation 

Christmas Child Shoebox project 
(see related article)  
¶ Approved the selling of fresh Georgia 

pecans and chocolate treats  



 

 

 

The Board of Trustees met September 3, 2024.  Present: Carl Sundstrom, Lavonne Roberts, 
Sharon Roness, Melvin Costa, and Reverend Hill.  
 
Reverend Hill offered an opening prayer.  Carl offered a motivational thought from Scott 
Belsky:  òItõs not about ideas. Itõs about making ideas happen.ó  The minutes of the August 6, 
2024, meeting were approved as read.  
 
Old Business:  
Carl reported on the status of the HVAC renovations for the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall 
and Lighting the Cross.  Reverend Hill will contact Adam McFarlin about getting the Cross 
and Flame painted.  
 
The proposed room rental rates were officially approved and referred to the Administrative 
Council for final approval after clarification between those rates and the rates charged by 
UMW was made.  
 
It is the Trusteesõ policy that only tables and chairs may be removed from the church and 
only for church activities.  They must be returned to their original positions as soon as the 
event is over.  
 
The Emergency Shelter Policy was discussed.  The members of Trustees and Rev. Hill all 
volunteered to open the Church in accordance with the policy if requested by Weston 
County Emergency management.  
 
The Trustees have not received the requested input on replacing the audio/video laptop, 
projector and programming from the Media Ministries Committee.  
 
New Business:  
Carl reported that we can get òReservedó drapes or scarves for the pews for approximately 
$350 from local venders.  These drapes are to indicate reserved pews for family at funerals, 
weddings, baptisms and similar events.  A motion to proceed with the acquisition passed.  
 
A motion to replace the inoperative and non -repairable panic bar on the north basement 
door passed. The replacement of the panic bar at the exit door was approved pending 
acceptable charges for the basement door. These repairs are necessary for the safety of 
the Childrenõs Sunday School. 
 
The Trustees decided that the committee does not require a petty cash account as allowed 
by the Book of Discipline.  
 
Work Days:  
An òAll Churchó workday is set for October 5 at the parsonage for various fall projects.  
A òTrustees Onlyó workday will be held at the church on October 19 to replace the sprinkler 
supply line and control cable for the upper lawn.  
 
The next Trustees meeting will be October 1, 2024, in the Parlor at 6p.m.  
 

TRUSTEES MEETñSEPTEMBER MINUTES  
Submitted by Carl Sundstom  



 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING  
 

The weekly special offering for 
October is designated for the Trustees.  
The members of this committee 
oversee the maintenance of and 
improvements to our church 
properties.  Letõs all give generously to 
financially support the all -important 
work the Trustees do for our church.  

 
Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts 
provide boys and girls 
in more than 100 
countries with 
Christmas gifts and 
with the message of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Members 
of First UMC, Newcastle are 
encouraged to participate in this 
program this year.  
 
How :  select boy or girl from one of the 
age groups (2 -4, 5-9, 10-14).  
 
What : shop for toys, personal care 
items, school supplies, and 
accessories such as flashlights and 
clothing items.  
 
When: bring shoebox(es) to church by 
Sunday, November 10.  They will be 
taken to the local collection site for 
shipment to the regional processing 
center in Denver.  
 
Extra info : A $10 donation is 
appreciated for shipping and other 
costs. Specific suggestions for what to 
include in shoeboxes will be available 
at church, or check the website:  
samaritanspurse.org/occ.  You can 
also call project coordinator Phyl 
Sundstrom (941 -1251).  
 
New this year :  We will have a basket in 
the narthex for people who would like 
to donate items to be used for the 
shoeboxes instead of actually packing 
a shoebox.  Monetary donations are 
also welcome for purchasing items or 
contributing to the cost of shipping.  
 
Remember : Your prayers for the child 
who receives the shoebox you pack 
are as important as the contents you 
put in the shoebox!  

SHOEBOX PROJECT  
Submitted by Phyl Sundstrom  

CHURCH INFO  
 

 
Office Hours:   
 8am-noon  M -TH  
 

Pastor Calvin Hill:  
 406-845-8135  
 rev.chill.dine@gmail.com  
 

Administrative Assistant:  
 Audrey Knight  
 307-746-4119  
 fumc@fumcnewcastle.com  
 admin@fumcnewcastle.com  
 

Web:  www.fumcnewcastle.com  
 

Facebook:  @FUMCNewcastleWY  
 

Radio:  Sunday Service at 10am on KASL  

 



 

 

1: Prayer Team Meeting, 9am  
  Church Parlor  
 

1:  Trustees Meeting, 6pm, Church Parlor  
 

2: UMW Meeting, 9:30am  
  Fellowship Hall  
 

2: Gigiõs Closet Open, 9am-1pm  
 

5: All -Church Work Day, 9am, Parsonage   
 

6: World Communion Sunday  
 

7:  Media Ministries Meeting, 6pm  
  Church Parlor  
 

8: Prayer Team Meeting, 9am  
  Church Parlor  
 

9: Gigiõs Closet Open, 9am-1pm  
 

13:  Finance Committee Meeting, 11:30am  
  Church Parlor  

 

13:  Blessing of the Animals, Noon  
  Church Yard  
 

15:  Prayer Team Meeting, 9am  
  Church Parlor  
 

16:  Gigiõs Closet Open, 9am-1pm  
 

16:  Administrative Council Meeting, 6pm  
   Church Parlor  
 

19:  Trustee Work Day, 9am, Church Yard  
 

20:  Laity Sunday (Carry -in lunch  

  followed by Church Charge  
  Conference)  
 

20:  UMYF, 5:30 -7pm, Fellowship Hall  
 

22:  Prayer Team Meeting, 9am  
  Church Parlor  
 

23:  Gigiõs Closet Open, 9am-1pm   

29:  Prayer Team Meeting, 9am  
  Church Parlor  
 

30:  Gigiõs Closet Open, 9am-1pm  

31:  Trunk or Treat, 4:30 -7pm, Downtown  

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES*  CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

1:  Becky Owens  
 Harold Tysdal  
 *Jim & Norma Shelton  
2: Alonzo Costa  
 Izador Costa  
4:  Jaimie Gray  
5:  Jim Hutchinson  
7:  David Kiesling  
 *Mike & Nancy McFarland  
 *Wayne & Laura Oney  
8:  Becky Decker  
12:  Chris French  
13:  Kathy Townsend  
 Braylon Gregory  
15:  Rosemary Richardson  
20:  Bette Sample  
21:  Ed Kiesling  
23:  Melvin Costa  
24:  *Bill & Lynda Russell  
25:  Sharon Fridley  
 Terry Mills  
26:  Jenny Jones  
28:  Julie Domina  
29:  Reverend Calvin Hill  
30:  *Harry & Lavonne Roberts  


